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Sarajevo. However this may be, the Emperor appears to
have made no objection to her participation in the trip when
the matter was laid before him by the Archduke on June 4.68
The Archduke appears finally to have undertaken the
trip more from a sense of duty than from the desire, as
usually stated, to have an opportunity to have his wife
received with royal honors by his side. As already noted
they travelled to Sarajevo by different routes. In the last
weeks he had some doubts about going at all, because of his
health and the heat. He discussed the point with the
Emperor, who said, "Do as you wish."68a His private secre-
tary has noted several remarks which indicate that Franz
Ferdinand was the reverse of enthusiastic about the trip.
On June 23 the special railway carriage regularly reserved
for him had a hot-box, so that he and his wife had to travel
in an ordinary first class compartment after leaving their
three children at Chlumetz. Franz Ferdinand remarked
sarcastically, "Well, the journey is beginning in a right
promising fashion!" 69 A little later, when told that the
train by which he and his wife intended to leave Sara-
jevo on June 29 would have to start at 5 A. M. instead of
6 A. M. as originally planned, he exclaimed, "Tell Colonel
Bardolff that if he continues daily to make the Bosnian trip
still more disgusting with new difficulties and unpleasant-
nesses he can hold the maneuvers alone, and I will not go
down there at all" The secretary adds that the idea "that
68 Conrad, III, 700. Bilinski had an audience with the Emperor on
this same day (Neue Freie Presse, No. 17878, June 4, p. 2) and had
plenty of opportunity to raise objections to the Archduke's proposed trip,
but there is no indication that he did so. It was ajter the tragedy that
he and his officials emphasize how worried they had been and how much
they had disapproved of the plans, Mr. Seton-Watson, to be sure (Sara-
jevo, p. 106) quotes a second-hand statement by A. Mousset to the effect
that Bilinski did instruct Sarajevo to sound the local authorities, who
declined to take responsibility; but Mousset, though he passes for an
authority on Serbian history, is strongly Austrophobe and not an altogether
reliable writer.
es* Conrad, III, 700.                        69 Nikitsch-Boulles, p. 210